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 The ideal of love that we heard in the second reading is difficult to uphold.  It may indeed 

be difficult with our “loved ones” to be patient, kind, bearing all things, being even-tempered and 

enduring, while refraining from being pompous or jealous, or rude, or self-seeking, or brooding.  

This is often a struggle within a family - it is often a struggle in the married couple who are 

meant to be bound together in love.  But remember, Jesus says that this love is not just meant for 

our “loved ones” - it is also meant for those who treat us badly.  Jesus says in the Gospel of 

Luke: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for 

those who mistreat you.  It is shocking how many of us Christians believe that our duty to love 

ends with those who treat us with love - not so says Jesus. 

 Paul says to the Corinthian community: I shall show you a still more excellent way.  This 

is a way that takes us out of the human tendency to restrict our love for a benefit.  A way that lifts 

us up above the selfish desire to only love others so that we can get something out of it.  God’s 

way of love takes us out of the selfish human tendency to restrict our love so that we can get 

something out of it, or to believe that to show love to an enemy is weakness.   True love is not 

given to get an emotion, not something we show for our own benefit.  It is really best shown as a 

free act of generosity to someone who - we might say - “doesn’t deserve it.”   

 But, it is a human way of thinking to say that a person must give us love and respect to 

deserve getting it from us.   This way of thinking leads us to inevitably conclude that if a person 

changes how they treat us, if they cease to be respectful and loving, then I am released from my 

duty to love. But this is not what our Lord does as an example to us.  The Apostle John says in 

his first letter: This is love: not that we loved God, but that God loved us and sent his Son as an 

atoning sacrifice for our sins.  As Jesus is being sacrificed on the alter of the cross for us - he 

does do for for each of us individually (and because Jesus is also God, He can think of each 

individual through all of history simultaneously even if we can’t). He does this, and he is not 

concerned with how much we will love Him back.  He remains loving to those who are killing 

him and prays for their forgiveness.  He does not withhold love based upon others behavior or 

emotions - He just LOVES without condition. 

  



 In the Gospel Jesus is beginning His public ministry.  In that synagogue in Nazareth he 

has just read the passage we heard last week: The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, …  He has sent 

me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 

and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.  This acceptable year He mentions is a year of 

Jubilee.  It is based upon cancelling debits, restoring to people what they have lost (even through 

loosing it was their own fault), it is about being set free from slavery.   The reason people want to 

kill Jesus in this passage is that He is implying that this free gift of love from God will be 

distributed to all people.  His hearers cannot tolerate God showing that love to people outside 

their group.  This shows they lack of love for the outsider, for the one who is different, for the 

one who is not part of my clan or my way of thinking.  They show an unwillingness to love 

others, and on top of that, a contempt for God for God’s generosity. 

 Miraculous about this is that He will go to the cross for them too.  They may reject His 

love through their lives as they did that day, and not be able to share that love in eternity in 

heaven.  But, that outcome will not be because God does not love them but that they refused to 

love fully and become joined to the God who IS love.  St John says: Whoever … does not love 

their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen.  Only 

when we love others can we begin to truly love God and to experience the power of that love. 

 The thing that I have discovered is that the more we can love (especially those who do 

not love us) the less we are left obsessing about the wrongs committed against us.  The more that 

we can let go of the entitlement to withhold love to punish someone - the more we are at peace.  

Can we have faith that to humble ourselves and show love to enemies is not weakness, but will 

result in the outpouring of the power of God.  I have seen that my closeness to God is in 

proportion to how much I love others.  We don’t gain any of the eternal things of God that matter 

most without love, we cannot enter heaven soaked in hate.  In fact Paul says today that no matter 

what good we do if we do not have love, [we] gain nothing.   This is the key of what Jesus came 

to share with us.  Love - true love, especially for those it is hard to love - frees us from the 

slavery to the cycle of hate, it opens our eyes to beauty in others we did not know, it unites us to 

God so that when nothing else is left but love … we can join in heaven in that love of God, the 

God who loved us even before we were born.


